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Protecting your home with the proper alarm system is an important part of ensuring that you and 

your family are safe at home. Choosing the proper system can be a daunting task, as there are 

many types on the market, each offering a wide variety of options. To help you with your 

decision, the following list will guide you through the process of choosing an alarm system to 

safeguard your home: 

1. Research the basics of a security system – Decide which items will work best in your 

home and will fit with your lifestyle. If your family gets up several times a night or has 

animals that roam the house during the day, a motion system might not be the right 

choice for you. Recommended items include: a control panel, door and window contacts, 

and sirens or alarms. You also might want to consider cameras, motion detectors and 

extra keypads. You also will want to decide between a local alarm, which sounds to alert 

everyone within the home if there is an intruder, or a reporting alarm, which calls the 

police and/or fire department if there is suspicious activity occurring. 

2. Think like an intruder – Survey the exterior and interior of your home and identify any 

weak spots that could be potential entry points. Decide on the best way to secure these 

areas. Low windows or exterior doors and windows that could be reached by climbing 

are all potential targets. 

3. Weigh your options – Choosing a company that provides top notch service is just as 

critical as having a system with the correct components.  Spend some time shopping 

security system companies. Ask if the companies are willing to come to your home to 

take a risk assessment. During these meetings, they should identify problem areas and 

how they would fix them. 

4. Know the equipment – Ask each company about the components they would install 

and research the different units. Gathering user opinions on the units from several Web 

sites and reading customer reviews may be helpful in your decision-making process. 
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5. Compile quotes from your preferred companies – Have each company you 

are considering put an estimate in writing and be sure costs for equipment, set-

up, responses, monthly monitoring fees and warranties are all included. It is best 

practice to collect quotes from at least three to four of your preferred companies 

before making any decisions. 

6. Don’t act impulsively – Weighing your options overnight is a good way to avoid 

getting caught up in the excitement of purchasing a new system or being put on 

the spot by a persuasive salesman. Unless you are certain you are making the 

right choice, it is best to not sign a contract on the spot. Instead, talk through your 

options with your spouse or a rational friend. 

7. Secure your home – Now that you have shopped several different companies, 

researched the system’s parts, and weighed your options, the only thing left to do 

is sign a contract with your company of choice. A good company will guide you 

through the remainder of the process. 

Your home is one of the largest investments that you’ll ever make, so protecting it is very 

important. Installing a home security system can be a good way to help keep it safe from 

deterring break-ins, and oftentimes, insurance companies will offer discounts to those 

houses with devices that make it harder to break into a house.  Help give you and your 

family peace of mind by finding an alarm system that is right for your home. 


